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   COPYRIGHT CORNER 

 
In the May 2012 copyright column I noted the need for a full analysis of the kinds and amounts of course-
related copying that occurs in order to determine whether the University is likely to have a long-term       
requirement for an Access Copyright license. I also noted that while some of the needed data has been 
gathered, we currently lack data on course-related copies of works residing in Moodle. 

A small group was therefore assembled this summer to draft a workable process for gathering the data we 
currently lack from Moodle. The following is a memo that explains the purpose of the data gathering      
project and a proposed process for carrying it out. On behalf of the working group, we welcome your    
feedback. 

Rumi Graham 

Dear Faculty Member, 

The University of Lethbridge signed a new Access Copyright license in June as an interim measure to      

provide time to ensure that the University community is knowledgeable about its copyright obligations and 

options for using copyright-protected works. Coverage under the license also provides time to gather and 

analyze data required for a thorough assessment of the University’s longer-term need for an Access       

Copyright license, with the main concerns relating to course-related copying.  

Comprehensive data have been compiled for the past two semesters on the permissions status of copied 

works placed on Library Reserve and included in custom course materials, but we lack comparable data on 

the use of copied works in Moodle. In July, faculty members Scott Allen and Ardis Anderson, CRDC staff 

member Alyssa Di Rocco, and Betsy Greenlees, Copyright Assistant, generously agreed to work with me to 

draft a process for gathering data on the use of copyright-protected works in Moodle in a manner that   

respects the ULFA handbooks, academic freedom and privacy.   

In brief, the goal of the proposed study is to gather data on the permissions status of works used in all 

Spring 2012 Moodle courses. Analyzed data will be reported only in aggregated, anonymized format and 

will be used only to inform our understanding of matters relevant to the overall question of whether the 

kinds and volume of, and permission sources for, course-related copying indicate a continued need for an 

Access Copyright license. Collected data will not be used in any way to investigate possible copyright      

infringement. To ensure adequate steps are taken to protect the anonymity and confidentiality of data, the 

proposal for this project will be submitted to the Human Subject Research Committee for approval. 
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           COPYRIGHT CORNER—continued 

Once HSRC approval is obtained, if you taught at least one Spring 2012 course I will contact you via e-mail 

with a request to grant me permission to gather copyright-related data from all of your Spring 2012     

Moodle courses. The access I will be seeking is that of a course “auditor,” meaning that student                

assignments and grades will not be accessible. The e-mail will outline the kinds of data to be collected and 

the research procedures that will be used. 

In the meantime, if you have questions or concerns about this data-gathering project, please contact me or 

any member of the group. 

Rumi Graham 

University Copyright Advisor 

copyright@uleth.ca 

(403) 332-4472 

 

on behalf of the working group on Moodle copyright data: 

 

Scott Allen                          Rumi Graham 

Ardis Anderson                 Betsy Greenlees 

Alyssa Di Rocco 
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